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ACT |
The woods

Arlecchino is about to kill himself in the woods because he is convinced that his
wife has been unfaithful. His attempt is stopped by a Warlock who gives him a
magic ring. Arlecchino puts it on his finger and he immediately forgets everything
about his past and falls into a deep sleep. While he is asleep, two bandits try

to steal the ring but they are caught by a gendarme, who later on try to wake
Arlecchino up with no result, so he decides to take him to Bergamo.

ACT NN
bergamo

In front of Fernanda'’s inn, there is young Celio, followed by his servant
Trappola, and he is anxiously waiting for a reply by his beloved Rosaura.
Meanwhile comes Argentina, Rosaura’s maid, to reassure Celio: her
mistress accepts his marriage proposal. So Celio runs to the post office
to see if his father was able to get Rosaura’s mother, Amelia, to bless the
union. Argentina is in anguish because her husband, Arlecchino, has been
missing for three days and she is also the focus of Trappola’s unwanted
flirtatious attentions.

Arlecchino wakes up in Bergamo and his hunger guides him to the inn.
Trappola recognises him and tries to approach him, but Arlecchino, with
no memory, pushes him away.

At Fernanda’s inn Alecchino tries to get himself something to eat, but he
is interrupted by a gendarme who notifies him a dept of twenty scudos
and a credit of thirty. With ten scudos in his pocket, Arlecchino can finally
go back to the inn and dine. Meanwhile Argentina is really worried for her
husband’s absence; she is joined by Lady Amelia determined to lock



her daughter in a convent. Arlecchino is not far and sees Argentina at

a window, he doesn’t recognise her but he falls for her all over again.
Argentina hears her husband’s voice coming from the inn and tries to get
in but she is bounced back by Fernanda.

Arlecchino confesses to the innkeeper that he is in love, but she warns
him about women who seems too affectionate. Argentina finally meets
her husband and attempts to hug him, but now he is weary of the loving
effusions and runs away.

Meanwhile Celio, thanks to his father’s reply, is able to get Amelia’s
approval for his wedding with Rosaura.

ACT Wl
At the inn

Amelia manages to convince Arlecchino that Argentina’s feelings are
genuine and she indulges her husband’s extravagant request to have a
new, fake, wedding.

Arlecchino take off the ring to give it to Argentina, breaking the spell in
doing so and getting his memory back. Cue a terrible argument between
the two. Celio and Argentina are able to convince Arlecchino that his jealousy
is just the result of a misunderstanding and husband and wife reconcile.

running time 1h 30’ no interval
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